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what a famous writer said of a famous warrior, that his proficiency in military science was the proficiency which a man of vigorous faculties makes in any science to which he applies his mind with earnestness and industry.1 Before the summer of 1776 Washington had seen plenty of hard service; but he had never conducted an extensive campaign in the open field. The sense which he entertained of his own deficiencies stands recorded in a generous letter referring to a gallant officer who had given his chief some trouble already, and was destined to give him more in the future. "General Sullivan," wrote Washington, "does not want abilities; but he has his wants, and he has his foibles. His wants are common to us all. He wants experience to move upon a large scale; for the limited and contracted knowledge, which any of us have in military matters, stands in very little stead." 2
During five or six weeks before Washington's arrival at New York, the city and district were committed to the care of one of his brigadiers who went by the name of Lord Stirling. The apparition of a nobleman on the rolls of a Republican army is startling enough to call for explanation. William Alexander's father had been a gentleman of old Scottish family, who, after the Jacobite rebellion of 1715, had taken refuge in America; where he became an important official, a leading advocate, and the husband of a rich woman. In 1756 the son went to England on public business of some moment, and was recognised by society as a colonist of good position and repute, and a scion of the noble house of Stirling.3 Before returning home he put
1  Macaulay on Frederic the Great.
2  Washington to the President of Congress ; New York, June 17,1776.
3 The following sentence, relating to Stirling, is taken from a London newspaper:   "Great respect was shewn, and court paid to him, by the Scotch,  particularly by Mr. Alexander  Wedderburne, Drummonds the bankers, Lord Aberdeen, and others of Scotland ; as well as by the late Lord Northampton, Charles Townshend, and many more  considerable people on this side the Tweed ;  every one of whom advised him by all means to take up the title."